KING'S   LYNN

for the murder of her husband. Edward III, on coming of
age, executed her paramour, Mortimer, and confined his mother
in the Norman fortress of Castle Rising. Her captivity, how-
ever, does not seem to have been very severe as she was allowed
to travel and to entertain at the Castle, where she was several
times visited by her son.

The town did not acquire the name of King's Lynn until
the reign of Henry VIII, which ended the ecclesiastical
domination of the town. This event was commemorated by
the placing of the royal arms over the East Gate. Lynn was to
justify her new title in the Civil War when, alone of the Nor-
folk towns, she held out for the King. The citizens, under the
leadership of Sir Hamon Lestrange, proudly boasted that the
Parliamentarians under the Earl of Manchester had * as much
hope of Heaven's gates as to enter Lynn ', but in fact the siege
did not prove a very desperate business, for, after a i6-lb. shot
had been fired into the midst of the Sunday congregation of
St. Margaret's, the town surrendered.

The prosperity of Lynn was as great in the seventeenth
and early eighteenth centuries as at any time in its history, as is
evidenced by the lovely Stuart period Customs house, the
Theatre and the fine Georgian merchants' houses. Defoe says
that Lynn brought in more coals than any seaport between
London and Newcastle and more wine than any port except
London and Bristol. He adds that * here are more gentry,
and consequently more gaiety in this town than in Yarmouth
or even Norwich itself.' The proximity of the estates of the
three great Norfolk families of Coke at Holkham, Walpole at
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